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November 15, 1901 



nation since the outbreak of the epidemic is given at 15, of which 8 
ended in death. The condition of the patients being treated at Nisida 
and of those on board the Oreto is designated as satisfactory. Duriug 
the period from October 5 to October 11 inclusive, no fresh case of 
plague has been registered in Naples or in the neighborhood thereof. 

Gkeat Britain. — According to a communication dated October 3, 
a workman in Glasgow was taken ill on August 8, under symptoms of 
plague, and died after the tenth day. On August 20, a 13 year old boy 
was found to be suffering with similar symptoms, which subsequently 
proved to be the plague. The father and the 10-year old sister of the 
boy were taken ill on August 23 and September 10, respectively. The 
former succumbed to the disease on August 27. Finally the nurse who 
had washed the said children in the hospital, and had handled their 
clothing, fell sick with the plague on September 11 and died September 
17. No fresh cases have since been officially reported. It is claimed 
that all the necessary measures for preventing a further spread of the 
disease have been adopted. 

Egypt. — During the period from October 4 to October 11, 5 fresh 
plague cases were officially reported, viz, 1 new case, 2 deaths, in Alex- 
andria; 3 cases, 1 death, in Mit Gamr, and 1 case, 1 death, in Ziftah. 

Mauritius. — Between August 9 and September 5, 11 fresh plague 
cases and 8 deaths are reported to have occurred in the island. 

British East India. — In the Bombay Presidency during the week 
ended September 20, 7, 144 plague cases and 5,207 deaths Mere officially 
recorded. In the city of Bombay during the week ended September 
21, 202 cases and 244 deaths from plague were registered. The number 
of cases of suspected plague amounted to 149, the total number of 
deaths being 914 as compared with 965 in the foregoing week. 

Cape Colony. — According to official reports, 11 fresh cases of plague 
occurred at Port Elizabeth during the week ended September 14. 

Brazil. — In Rio de Janeiro, according to a communication in the 
daily press of September 6, the premises of a newspaper have been 
closed by the authorities, as several employees there are suffering with 
plague. 

Respectfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 

The Surgeon- General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

The typhoid district. 
[Synopsized translation of article in Berlin Lokal-Anzeiger.] 

There are probably few parts of Germany which are so frequently 
smitten with infectious diseases as that known as the Ruhrkohlenrevier 
( Ruhr Coal District), which extends from Duisburg to Hamm, and takes 
its name from the River Ruhr which flows through the country in the 
direction from east to west Generally the world hears nothing of these 
little epidemics, as most of them are limited in extent and not very 
dangerous. But it was quite different with the great typhoid epidemic 
which suddenly broke out in September in the district of Gelsenkirchen 
with a violence that has probably never been observed before. The 
notification cards which the physicians have to fill out arrived at the 
office of the district police authorities in such large numbers that it was 
quite evident that the various cases had a common origin. 

As early as the beginning of September, single cases of typhoid fever 
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were reported, but no special importance was attached to this fact, as 
every year a number of such cases have to be recorded. Toward the 
middle of September the cases increased to such an extent that the 
authorities became alarmed, and immediately took in hand the combat- 
ing of the disease with the greatest energy. As in most cases water 
has been found to be the bearer of the typhoid bacilli, the inhabitants 
of the district were warned of the danger of drinking water unless it 
had been previously boiled. The whole neighborhood of Gelsenkirchen 
is supplied by the waterworks for the northern coal center, and as the 
spread of the disease corresponded exactly with the district supplied by 
this water system, it was natural to suspect that in some unexplained 
manner typhoid bacilli had gotten into the water system and had there 
increased to an exceedingly dangerous extent. 

This supposition was strengthened by the observation of the fact that 
the main water pipe leads from Steele, a place on the river Ruhr about 
an hour's walk from Gelsenkirchen, where the water supply is taken in, 
through the commune of Eotthausen, which belongs to the Rhine Prov- 
ince, to Gelsenkirchen. Cases of typhoid fever occurred in all the 
houses in Rottshausen which derived their water supply from the main 
pipe, while the occupants of those houses located at a distance from the 
main pipe and who derived their water supply from wells remained free 
from the disease. 

The announcement of Professor Koch, who had hurried to the spot in 
order to place his services at the disposal of the authorities in combat- 
ing the disease, that he intended to avail himself of the permission of 
the president of the district to lay open the whole system of pipes by 
•excavations had the effect of forcing the managers of the waterworks to 
make the disclosure that from the river Ruhr a direct pipe led to a 
water reservoir, which was mostly used from Wednesdays to Sundays, 
and that therefore until tered water had been pumped into the pipes out 
of a river in which the drain pipes of the whole district were emptied, 
and this pipe with its loathsome contents was still in use up to Septem- 
ber 25, a date at which the disease had been raging in a terrible man- 
ner for fourteen days. Further investigations have been opened, and it 
is to be hoped that the avenging arm of justice will reach those who are 
to blame for the misfortune that has befallen the district. 

Prank H. Mason, 
United States Consul General. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GUATEMALA. 
Report from Livingston — Fruit port. 

Livingston, Guatemala, October 24., 1901. 

Sir : I have to make the following report of the conditions and trans- 
actions at this port during the week ended October 24, 1901 : 

Number of cases and deaths from yellow fever during the week, none ; 
number of cases and deaths from smallpox during the week, none ; 
number of cases and deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; 
number of cases and deaths from cholera during the week, none ; num- 
ber of cases and deaths from plague during the week, none ; number of 
deaths from other causes during the week, none ; prevailing diseases, 
malarial. General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding 
country during the week, good. 



